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Panelists:

 Ricardo H. Hinojosa
e Rolando Olvera

 Ygnhacio (Nacho) Garza

e Benigho (Trey) Martinez

Topic:

Sixty vears ago, in 1961, President John F. Kennedy nominat-
ed Brownsville-native (and son of Mexican immigrants) Rey-
naldo G. Garza for the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Texas. Upon his confirmation, Judge
Garza became the first Mexican-American federal judge in
U.S. history. In 1979, Judge Garza would go on to become the
first Mexican-American appointed to serve on a United States
Court of Appeals. Join our distinguished panel as they dis-
cuss how Judge Garza’s unique background and experience
prepared him for the practice of law and the bench; his role
as a mentor for lawyers and judges; his judicial accomplish-
ments; and his most notable decisions. The panel will also
share personal recollections about how Judge Garza impact-

ed their lives and the legal community at large.

Ricardo H
Hinojosa
a Rio
Grande

has been a
United
States District Judge since
Nis nominated by President
Reagan and confirmation in
1983. He was appointed to
serve on the U.S. Sentencing
Commission by President
Bush in 2003. Judge Hinojo-
sa also served as chief judge
of the Southern District of
Texas from 2009 to 2016.

City native,

Rolando
Olvera

a Browns-
ville native,
has been a
United
States Dis-
trict Judge in Brownsville
since 2015, following his
nomination by President
Obama. Judge Olvera previ-
ously served as a state dis-
trict judge for nearly ten
years, including as presiding
judge of the Fifth Adminis-
trative Judicial Region of
Texas

REGISTER HERE:

Ygnhacio
Nacho
Garza

son of
Judge Rey-
naldo
Garza, Is a
partner at the Brownsville
office of Carr, Riggs &
Ingram; he has worked in
public accounting for more
than 40 years. Nacho’s com-
mitment to public service in-
clude stints as a Brownsville
city commissioner, mayor of
Brownsville, and Chairman of
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department.

Benigho
(Trey)
Martinez

a Browns-
ville native,
clerked for
Judge
Garza on the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals. Following
his clerkship, he worked as
one of the youngest Assis-
tant United States Attorneys
in the country. Since 2000,
Trey has been in private
practice at the MBMT Law
Firm, where he focuses on
civil and white-collar criminal
cases.
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